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To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message  
to jana.inglehart@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in  
the subject line.

SERVING THE LORD IN 

 THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
NEWS FROM JANA INGLEHART

jana.inglehart@lcmsintl.org

Chickens Open Doors

Coat of Arms of 
The Dominican Republic

DID YOU KNOW?
The Dominican Lutheran Church 
has two ordained Dominican 
pastors who work alongside our 
missionaries to accomplish the 
work of spreading the Gospel.                

         _________________

In Santiago alone, three mission 
churches are established. Two of 
those mission churches are served 
by Alliance Missionary Pastors, 
Rev. Sergio Maita from Venezuela, 
and Rev. Sergio Fritzler from 
Argentina. The third mission church 
is served by Missionary Pastor 
David Preus from the U.S., and 
Rev. Idjon Fritz from the Dominican 
Republic.             

          _________________

In Santiago, we have a brand new 
preaching station, which was 
recently established. You will hear 
more about this in future 
newsletters.

         

Building the coop

Visiting with the young man in the hardware store

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. Col. 3:16

A few weeks ago it was decided that it 
would be nice to buy some chickens, so 
that we would have a source of eggs for 
the families in our apartment, which 
include a seminary family, a missionary 
couple and me. We bought eight hens 
and two roosters from a local 
veterinarian. While we were gathering 
materials to build the coop, we stopped 
at the local hardware store, where we 
met a young man who wanted to know 

who we were and what brought us to the 
Dominican Republic. Of course that led 
to a conversation, which led to the 
Gospel being shared. Before we left the 
hardware store he knew the name of the 
local pastor, and had the days and times 
of the services. Once again, we pray that 
the Holy Spirit would work in this 
young man’s heart, and that he would be 
brought to faith. Enjoy the photos from 
that day below. 

Measuring the Chicken Wire
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PLEASE PRAY FOR ME: 
• In the very near future I will 

have opportunity to have 
more Spanish classes. 
Please pray that these 
classes will make me better 
able to communicate with 
people in Latin America.

• Please pray that God would 
continue to open doors to 
share the Gospel, as he 
seems to often do.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR 
LATIN AMERICAN 
MISSIONS: 
• Please pray for our 

missionaries, as we have 
been short staffed for quite a 
while. This means the 
missionaries who are here, 
are necessarily taking on 
more than their usual work 
load. Specifically we request 
prayers for wisdom, strength 
and health as they attempt to 
find a healthy and God 
pleasing balance between 
work and home life.

• Please pray for our Regional 
Team Leads for Latin 
America. Recently some of 
our seasoned missionaries 
have left the field, so we are 
in the process of rebuilding 
our team with new 
missionaries, who need to 
learn how to work together as 
a team, while still learning a 
new language and culture. 

To support the LCMS through the 
work of Jana Inglehart, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
Mark checks “Support of Jana 
Inglehart.” Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, on my online giving page 
at lcms.org/inglehart.

Or Make check payable to Mission 
Central and mark as: 
“Jana Inglehart Support” 
Mail to: 
Mission Central
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A DONATION
ONE TIME OR RECURRING GIFTS CAN BE MADE AT:

HTTP://WWW.LCMS.ORG/INGLEHART

In January I was 
privileged to be able to 
attend the dedication of a 
new worship facility in 
Kingston, Jamaica. The 
building provides space 
for worship, Bible 
classes, youth activities, 
congregational dinners 
and activities for two 
congregations, as well as 
providing office space for 
Lutheran Hour 
Ministries.

Church Dedication in Jamaica

Members from two congregations in front of the new 
ministry facility in Jamaica

Alliance Missionary Rev. Obot Ite from Nigeria (Left) is the sole pastor for the two 
congregations. Rev. Charles St. Onge of Quebec Canada (Right) is the Area Facilitator, 

overseeing work in Jamaica and other Caribbean countries. In the photo (right), Rev. St. Onge 
is with Pastor Ite's precious little daughter, Goodness.

Winter months here are the same as winter months in the U.S. Of course there has 
been no snow to shovel, but it has rained enough that if I didn't live on the third 
floor, I might have contemplated building an ark. The problem has been two-fold. 
We have had much more rain than usual, and the apartment was not properly sealed, 
so water pours in the windows and down the walls. We need 10 days of no rain in 
order to have it sealed, so we wait, mop and bucket at the ready. The nice part of 
rainy season is the number of beautiful rainbows we get to see, that remind us of 
God's promises. From my vantage point, the alternating rain and sun provide 
opportunity for several rainbows per day.

The Long Wet Winter
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TWO NEW SEMINARIANS
Two new students, Benjamin 
Flores, and Samuel Vargas 
have arrived in the Dominican 
Republic, received visas and 
are now attending classes in 
residence. This brings the 
number of residential students 
to nine, representing the 
Dominican Republic, Chile, 
Peru, Mexico, Bolivia, 
Guatemala, and Venezuela. 
Last Sunday, at the church 
dedication in Licey, these 
students were installed as 
evangelists for work in local 
congregations. They assist the 
pastors with evangelism calls, 
member visitation, Bible 
studies, and worship services.

THE FIRST SEMINARY 
BABY IS BORN
In other seminary news, the 
very first seminary baby was 
born on Valentines Day to 
Seminarian Marcelo Rivas and 
his wife, Vania. Baby Ángela 
Kenia joins big sister, Amanda, 
who is five years old. All of the 
missionary ladies and seminary 
wives enjoyed a baby shower 
at my home to help Vania 
prepare for this precious 
Valentine baby. 

 

To support the LCMS through the 
work of Jana Inglehart, you may 
send a tax-deductible gift to: 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod  
P.O. Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Make checks payable to The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 
Mark checks “Support of Jana 
Inglehart.” Gifts can also be given 
securely online through the LCMS 
website, on my online giving page 
at lcms.org/inglehart.

Or Make check payable to Mission 
Central and mark as: 
“Jana Inglehart Support” 
Mail to: 
Mission Central
40718 Highway E16
Mapleton, IA 51034-7105

Lutherans from across 
Latin America, The United 
States and Canada 
gathered to celebrate the 
dedication of a new one 
story church and four 
classroom school in Licey, 
Dominican Republic on 
February 25th. Three 
people were baptized and 
Alliance Missionary 
Pastor Sergio Fritzler was 
installed, as well as nine 
evangelists (seminary 
students) in their role of 
visitation. There was 

standing room only in the 
brand new sanctuary. The 
congregation of Lutherans 

and friends even spilled over 
into the parking lot. Thanks be to God for this beautiful new facility and all who 
joined in the celebration of this milestone in the life of the Dominican Lutheran 
Church. 

Here is a brief history of the construction: In 2014, we received approval to 
purchase land to build the church and school building. Through the help of our Foro 
partners and supporters, land was purchased in February 2015, with a 
groundbreaking ceremony in June 2015. We worked with an architect to create a 
modular construction design that allowed us to start with space for a basic church 
and preschool and add more capacity in the future by building second floors above 
each. The following are some of the photos from that beautiful day.

Church Dedication in Licey

Members from two congregations in front of the new 
ministry facility in Jamaica

Alliance missionaries, Rev. Sergio Maita (left) 
and Rev. Sergio Fritzler (center) distribute 

communion with Rev. Ted Krey.

Installation of Rev. Sergio Fritzler as 
Pastor of the congregation in Licey. 
Rev. Sergio Maita reads Bible verse.
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